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THE 


PREFACE. 


T O TRE 


READER. 


HAT true Piety and 
Vertue ſbould 72 by 
Preaching, * the Chriſtian 
Religion loſe its force and eff 
cacy upon the Minds of Men by i 
publick Inſtruclion, may look in- 
* at firſt view, like Abſur- 
dlity and Soleciſm, yet Experience 
— that tis a certain and 
poſt ite Truth. One would Ra- 
| & x ey 


The Preface to the Reader. 
tionally ſuppoſe, that this Sacred 


Ordinance of Heaven ſhould cor- 
rect and Reform the Vices and 
Diſorders of the World, and re- 
duce Mankind to a ſerious ſence 
of their Duty. But the peculiar 
Infelicity is, That Sermons have 


ſunk the price of Devotion, and 


done a real miſchief to the Church 


— —— — — — — 


of God. To qualify therefore tbe 


Propoſition, which may look a 
little too ſevere upon that part 
F our Office which we ftile 


Preaching, I mean no more, than 


that it bas been Magnify d and 


Extoll d too much among us. 
Laban, the Syrian, was not 
more fond of his Images, thoſe 
fooliſh Repreſentations of Divi- 


nity, than ſome in this Age are 


of theſe Popular Diſcourſes. If 


there is no Harangue to gratify 
their curious and wanton Hu- 


mour, nothing elſe to entertain 


themſelves, 


The Preface to the Reader. 
themſelves , than an Eſtabliſp d 
Form of Prayer, and a Legal 
Way of Worſhip, they will not 
oblige God Almighty with the 
honour of their company. Thus 
it comes to paſs, that 4 dange- 

rouc ſpecies of Superſtition in- 
ſenſibly fteals upon us, and the 

| Pulpit zs eſteem d more Sacred 

and Venerable, than ihe Holy 

| —_— 


— — —— — —— — —œ— 6 


. The Deſign, therefore, of the 

following Diſcourſe, is to recti- 
fie this Miſtake, and to bring 
Men to a Diſcreet and Sober uſe 
4 of both Ordinances. A Ra I 
and Extravagant preferring of 
one Duty to another has unhap- 
pily obſtructed the Growth and 
 - Progreſs of many Graces, and 
been a fatal Medium to promote 
the Decay of Probity and 
Goodneſs, and indeed all Mo- 
V“, 
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ral Excellencies. When this 
Extream began among us is not 
eaſie, at this diſtance, to deter- 
mine. It is certain, that the 
Presbyterians were the firſt Per- 
ſons in England that exceſſevely 
| dAuaoated upon the Exerciſe of 
| | Preaching, that noiſie part of 
Divinity which now bears Sway 
in the World : They were the 
Men that decryd and wilify d | 
our truly Primitive Liturgy, to | 
make room for Long Prayers, 
and Seditious Lectures. And 
ſome that wou'd not be thought 
to be of their Party and Facti- 
on, have dewoutly trod in their 
Steps, and imitated them in this 
| particular. 


Ds. Eqxard's A certain Author, that bath 

en, taken the liberty of Cenſuring 

the Writings of other Men, per- 
haps more worthy than himſelf, 


bath 


r 
0 ; 


and. In 


The Preface to the Readet. 
hath not mrote with that: Accu- 
raey and Exatineſs, that Truth 


gennity, as not to lie 
open to Cenſure and Gorrecti- 
on. He hath indeed, to main- 
tain bis own Argument, made 


hold with a Paſſage in the 
 Wiritings of King Solomon, 


and interpreted and explain d it 
in a new and unbeard of man- 
ner. It appears (ſaith. he) 
from what hath been ſuggeſt- 
ed, that Preaching, in. {ome 
Reſ pects, hath the preſerence 


of Prayer; which is confirm d 


to us by what the Wiſe Man „ 
ſaith, Keep thy Foot when thou 
goeſt to the Houſe of God, and 


be more ready to bear, than to 


give the Sacrifice of F * that 
is, Rather attend to the Faber 
of God in his Word, as tis 
explain'd to you, and thence 
learn your Duty, than offer 
A 4 The 


| 
| 
l 
| 
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bis Sp Bike. 
3 of 4 better Senſe and 


the Sacrifice of Prayer and 


Praiſe. Here you ſee Preach- 
ing is preferr'd before Prayer 
by the Royal Preacher himſelf. . 


1 mu ft freely prof "3 That I 


cannot ſee with mine own naked 


Eyes this preference of one Or- 


dinance to another. fairly de- 


ducd from this place, and 


therefore intreat and defire him 


to be fo H pech aud Charitable, 
as to 1 ft me with 
155 Words are 


Meaning than this Writer is 


15 pleas d to put upon them. Ju- 


nius and Termellius thus gloſs 
upon them; Take care that you 


pay a more ſincere and honeſt 


Obedience to the Law of 
God, which is expounded in 


his 3 Houſe, than acquieſce 
in External Sacrifices, accord- 


ing 


The Preface to the Reader. 
ing to that of the Prophet . 
phe p Behold ! to oc 27S 15am. 15. 22, 
better than Sacrifice, and to 
| Hearken than the Fat of Rams. 
'Tis to be wiſhd that the Re- 
verend Author before quoted, 
| bad firifily obſervd his one 
Rule, That we muſt never ſtrain p. 238. 
Authority, and firetch a Writers 
Words beyond the true Inten- 
tion and Meaning of them. 
Now the true Meaning and In- 
tion of the Words of this Wife 
Son of David, and King of 
Iſrael, ic to direct bis Vatary 
nat to reſt in the Out ward 
Mork, but in the Inward Power 
of Religion. It need not to be 
 provd that be hath ſtrain d 
Authority, and ftretchd the 
Preacher e Words beyond the 
true Intention and Meaning of 
| them; for every one muſt neceſ- 
ſarily perceive , that he bath 
„% dealt 


U 
þ 
I p 
5 


p. 17. 
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18. 


dealt with this Text of Scrap- 


ture, a Papilts do with y_ 


others, that is, put it upon the 
Rack; and made it bow and 


bend unto bis Humour. 


I had ſaid Page i 


ching is exceſſevely. magnify d, 
and even doated upon by the 


Men of the preſent Generation; 
that they have ſo flrange and 


anaccountable love for the One 


Ordinance, as to quite oe r- 


look the Other.. I bave fance 


Ea "that be hath ra- 
ther con firm 4 the Remark than 
contradicted it; for be Charita- 
bly calls upon them to learn of | 
our 155 Brethren, (who | 


it 


i9th of 'the | 
following Diſ, _ That Prea- 


perus'd Dr. Edward's Hearer, 
which doubtleſs was Compo d 
for the Good and Edification , 
of the. People, and find upon ; 


The Preface to the Reader. 
it ſeems are 4 Bleſſing to the 
2 to correct Ws Fault 
which is ſo common among them, 

that is, in other Words, To 

| Idolize the performance of the 
Pulpit. Among them there 
e | is (ſaith be) a different Ap- 
>  prehenfion of this matter, and 
> therefore a different Practice, 
e for they are periwaded that 
J 
d 


WH - 6 0 


= | Preaching is the great Inſtru- 


ment. of Converſion. They | 
e bade ſuch an extraordinary via 

le for Preaching, and conſe- 

* quently Hearing, that the Pub- | 
„ lick Liturgy zs in ſome meaſure | 
4 wvilifyd and deſpis d. 

= "I." | 
2 The Common People are too | 
- apt to be guilty of the Extream | 
of admiring Sermons, that we | 


- find they will not come to 
f Church where there is nothing 
0. af this kind to entertain t bem. 


b. 
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35» 


be returnd upon bim. 


may obſerve (ſays be) that 


Nay the Book of Homilies , | 
which was Compos'd in the be- 
ginning of the Reformation, 


by Cranmer , Latimer, and | 


Ridley, Men of Approvd | 
Learning, and Exemplary Ver- 


tue, is not ſo engaging and ope- | 
rative as an Harangue with | 
Chapter and Verſe. Whether * 
they learn this of the Diſlen- 
ters, I will not pretend to de- 


cide the Queſtion. However 
tas plain as any Demonſtration | 


in Euclid , that the DoGor 


wou d have them to do ſo. 


Our Preacher is very Witty 


and Pleaſant upon the Head of | 


Sleeping at Sermons. But a 


Teft is no Argument, and the 


Obſervation which he is pleas d 


to make may, with advantage, 
We 


general] y 
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generally our Sleepers at Ser- 

mont are thoſe that pretend to 

a great regard to the Devo- 

| | tions of the Church, and if 

| | they hold their Eyes open in 

the Prayer-time, they think 

| | they may be allow'd to ſhur 

them when the Sermon comes on. 

Beſides, a Nap or two at Sermon 


| is not inconvenient to ſhew 
dhe difference between Common- 
b | Prayer and Preaching. If they 


did not make this diſtinction 
betwixt theſe two, ſome wou d 
be apt to Idolize the latter as 
much as theſe do rhe for- 
mer. Accordingly to keep up 
the diſtinction, theſe Men ſet 
themſelves to Sleep as ſoon as 
the Pulpit-Work begins, and 
thereby they render the time 
uſeleſs and unprofitable to 
themſelves, and ſometimes un- 
eaſie to others. 


7 
7 

2 

8 

1 
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Oratorem pe 


| believe that th 


Head of Prayer and Preaching. 


O fœlix mater quz tantum 
perit ! Indeed the 
Orator hath made a very not. 
ble Diſcovery, that they which 
Sleep at Sermons are ſuch as 
pretend to 4 great regard to the 
Devotions of the Church. II 
Natural for every Chriſtian 16 

fc Perſons which 
Sleep whilft the Word of God 


ie deliverd to them, do not 


conſider the Truth of the Di. 


wine Preſence, that they are un- 


| der the immediate Inſpection of 


Heaven. Men of this unbappy 
Character are ſo far from ſhew- 
ing any true Regard and Zeal 
for the Serwice of the Church, 
(as be Malicionſly expreſſeth it) 
that they ſhew no manner of 


Deference and Reſpect for the 


Duties of Religion. Thus much 


1 thought fit to ſay upon this | 


[ 


Ws Rechice | to She: r | 


E leſs. Flagrant and Notarjous. 
It 9 5 e far me ſo haue 
+ Animaduerted” upon this | Paſ- 
s, Jage in the following Diſcourſe, 
eſpecially when 1 had ſo fair 


0 

b Ad proper. an Occaſton. for it. 
4 But I cancei A it mora eligible 
to perform that Mork is tbe 


Preface, than in the "EP of the 

„Sermon. 

* . 

Whether I have j Ju fly S Stated 

„ the Compariſon betwixt Pra- 
ol 4 and Preaching, and fairly 
Repreſented the Excellencies 


of 
* 
Ys 
al 
; and Advantages of Both Ordi- 
of 
he 
ch 


nances, anuſt be left, at laſt, to 

the Judgment and Opinion of 
every Honeſt Reader. To his 
Determination therefore, I ſub- 
mit this Work, and deſire him 
I * 


1s 


| The Preis e the Reade, 


to be Candid and Gentle is bis 
Cenſures. I have only one 
thing more 10 add, and the 
it, That the Two Great Duties | 
f our Religion before Spetify ad, 
ile Hi tes 4 Twins, may 
live Friendly and Amicably 
together. Thus the Church of 
Chriſt will be Edifyd, and be 
equally Renowr'd for Devocion 
and Wiſdom. T 


A COMPARISON 
BETWLKT| 


Proven and PREACHING. 


whe” 
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Goa, — — 
3 (32 1776 


4 HESE Words which 
T have now read unto 


you, ſeem to argue a 


very good Temper and;Diſpo- 


fition in Cornelins, a. Jeriſp 
Proſelite, and in thoſe Men that 
were with him. That which is 
remarkable in them is, tlat they 
were ſpoken unto Simon Peters. 1. x. 
by a Soldier, a Centurion of 
the Italian Band, and One chat 


was 


OA 


n 
— The 


deſfiwerd 


Gy 


a 


J e People. 
Sqbſtance af the Speech 
is this, That they were ready 
and prepar d to hear the Hea- 
venly, Meſſage that was to be 
nto them. Hume- 
diately therefore Ffent unto thee, 
(fays the new Convert) and 


. thou, haſt. well done that thou 


„ 


his coming to his Houſe, and 
expfeſſes a ſincere Joy that he 


Teacher to inſtruct him in the - 
Doftrine' of the Goſpel. An 


Example that is truly Great 


and Mauſtr ious, and every way 


— W-4 — . — — —ę— 


Praiſe-worthy ; and which moſt 


will appland, bur few have the 


Grate; or the Good Will, to 


1mitate:* This forwardneſs in 


Cornelius and his Company, 
we may Rationally Wel 
8 „ was 


een 


r 


SKID un —˙·¹ um Tr RT Oe 


1 
do che Rpoſtle to do his Duty, 


| Word unto them. 

ä The two Great Ordinances 
˖ that the Almighty hath . Inſti- 
tuted in his Church, Dr the 


Eterna! Good and Benefit of 
Mankind; ate Prayer and 

Preacbing; Theſe are Duties 
which are Commadnded of 
God; and conſequkntiy are 
ſeriouſſy to be Reparded by 
us. To theſe we ate to give 
the moſt Solemn Attendance, 
and the Reaſon is, becauſe theß 
are enjoy d by a Superior Be- 
ing, and an Omiſſion in this 

| Caſe wou'd be exrreamly in- 
; excuſible. Nom therefore are 


| | we all here preſent in the fight 


of God, 8c. A Parallel piace 


do this is in Exekyel, where the 
Lord fpeaks to the Prophet, 
35 LS Son 


Ul 
F 


a0 


Chap. 3- 71. Son of Man, I have made thee 


a Watchman unto the Houſe of 
Hrael;: therefore hear the Word 
at my Month, and N them 
Warning. 

Frochetbe Words 1 obſerve 
theſe Two Particulars. | 


: Firſt, That the Providence 


of God hath appointed the 
Evangelical , as 


Spiritual Means of — and 


Bleſſed: Inſtruments of our 


tion. This is deducible from 
the latter Clauſe of the Verſe, 
— all: , which are Com- 
manded. 
Secondly, That * they are 
Ordain d he: our 'preſent and 
furure Good, and are kindly 


deſign d as Moral Vehicles to 


bring us to Heaven, we ſhou'd 
be preſent at them, and con- 


ſider it as our r indiſpenſable : 
7 Duty 


common Happineſs and Salva- 5 


1 


F ̃ñʒ] es es RE. 


— wearineſs of 


of 10 hath appoin 


(5) 
Duty to hear; to attend; with- 


remiſ- 


neſs of Zeal, and cidneſs of 


* Ty 


" Thee: the Renesse 
ted the 
vangelical Ordinances , -as 


Spc Means of Grace, — 4 


tion. This is deducible from 
the latter Qlauſe of the Verſe, 
— all. things. which ave Com- 


wanded , i, c, Which: are of 
Divine JaGiratjon. .- 


'Tis true, 


in the Text One only. Ordi- 
nance is mention d, bat that 


does not exclude, bus. inferr 


the Obligation of the reſt. The 


Sacraments of Baptiſm and the 


Lerne are, in the Lan- 
of our Church-C atechiſ im, 


generally neceſſary to Salva- 


tion, ſuch as regenerate the 


B3 Human 


. Happ N = 


what was of unqueftionable 


_ long ſ 


of Tradition, the Authoriry 
the Church, or the — 2 


(6) 
Humari Nwvare, and firengtheti 
and refrefly the Souls of Chri- 


ſtians : The Holy Man went 
upon this ſure 3 That 
his Iaſtuctor would er 


no: Doctrme unto him, bit 


Truth, and founded upon 115 
flkbl lerring Revelation. 
He wiſely-conſi 


tor ardiÞulſebood -widre Vices 
oppoſiteito his entighren'd Nas 


bie mh dI 


UNCAm or table 


neſs of Gertiliſm d did not 


depend upon 1 


and Preſamprion of a Council; 
he took · care in the firſt place 
to be ſatisfy d in his Mind: that 


the Dodrine taught was com- 
| mandee of God, 'before he af- 


ſented 


And: That Hr. 


ture; mat he hd fat fer 
Time under the 


111 


ſented unt. it. This indeed is 


©" The end chat che Cain 
| Greazar, ropes'd ro hunſch 
s appoigring the Ordinances, 
ſuch as.;Prayes, Preaching, the 


Sqerawent 6; Sc. is thas, fo Hf 
-agd 


” mate- our. Eternal 
1 2 54 by ag 4 
| N 


Heaven. F or * 2 od 
"tion of this Point, let us have 


:yecoarlſe to the Iaſpir il Apo- 
ſtle, his true and genuine Wri- 


a hay i the Power of God 


5B 4 unto 


tings. | The Goſpel: of Chr Rom. r. 


15 
&. 


(n) 
unto Salvation, to every one that 
believerh. We "may ce here 


what Force and Power St. Faul 


the Word. For be ſpeaks ijbt 
of any ſecret Revelation (as 
(a) In Loc. Marlorat glofſeth x rt (2), ), but of 


a© loud and vocal Preaching. 


of the Croſs is "ntg* us whic 
ae as the Power of God, i. e. 1. e. 


Aer uſe of to convert the 
Htart, to break the -ſtubbornneſs 


to Sodriety and 
In the Hiſtory of the 
chap. 4. v. 4. read, . That five Thouſand, 2 
vaſt Multitude, believ d, E 
were Converted at the Sermon 
Vi of St. Peter. The vain World 


1 the Fcoliſhneſs of Preaching, 
1 mw the Men of Liberty and 
FPleaſure, 


attributes to the Miniſtery © of 


tis the Inaſtrument which he 


of Sin, "and to reduce Summers 


1 Cor. 1. 18. $6 elſewhere ,— The- 3 ̃ : 


1 map ſtile this facred Ordinance 


9) 


Pleaſure, "that are void of ſound 
| Reaſon, and right Judg oY. 
laugh at it as a Wea 
& Contemptible Miniſtery, be- 
cue they feel not the Vigour 
aud Efficacy of i it upon their 
Conſciences. But we C hriſti- 
abr are ſenſible, That the de- 
ſignation of it is for our ever- 
hſting Good and Benefit. 
— the Deity is pleas d to 

ſplay his Cracious Wiſdom, 
| Mercy, and Goodneſs to the 
Sons of Men, It is the Sovereign x Cor. r. ral. 
Nemedy apf ointed by God to 
| ron them that believe, and to 
15 7 Faith and Kno- wedge, 

is not neceſſary in this 
Phice- to eng uire, Whether 
vine Proyitteice cou d ſave 
Mankind without thefe * Spiri- 
cual Ordigagces, that is, by 

any othet Way than his of 
P reaching and Inſtruction: is 


certain 


r 


r 


"RX > 


* =” F T_T.  wy_ 


| 
' 
? 


(719 1 
certain that God. 2 Fa 


and Inſtruct without the Ex 


compliſhment of ee 

is not necęſſariſy to 

for a e an; aft ys 

out them; et ſtill we .afh 

That the nien ofthe em ord 
and Sacrainents is according. to 


the ſtanding Law aac 0 


LH 


27 and agar A 


opetative and and effet 
KC TIT of them. ' ay | 


ing 1s Plainl thi That. 5 
2 5 5 the” Cathy | 


Church, are the 
hach 155 Nala di 
Perfecking Fam and 


i 5 po of his Seren 


charg e thee (fas the laſpir 


14 PAO To. Ss the Wor * to b 


Ep. 2. cha. 4 Apoſtle” ta his "Son Timo) | 


8 wh 


554 


nal Mmiltery. For 115 due ja 


188 
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1 


Aber and is deſign 


"Tis the — oh our 
icious Mr. Hboker, ( 
— oulyi Prell 
ing-ipbich dat ſaut Souts. . Ebs 


uo fel Pa TD mo ROI RSA OT I EY DO IVY UIT oo oY Toe” 


eff.; 5 — 


* Cod: 8 
for the 


Edifying the Body of i Ghriſt. 


Tuc. Feel. Þ Fol. 


Apoſtles Preachidi be as 
weil when rom wars. 


they ſpoke the\Goſpcl of. Chrifk'; 
and-our f Pab lick Redding 


of be Wand of God fonube Bois 


ples Inflructionss Preacimp Ehe 
ing of Holy. Wribas a:ſc- 


Readi 


cund kind of Preaching : Ftir bb. 5. 213. 


thus we may tha boldllier ipeak, 
ſtringthen d un / the 


being 
n a Pre- 


late, 


meat, in as much as we k 
that the Fews haue always bal 
their Weekly Readings ofi the 


2. 221. 


the Word hath taught. 
en Life is a thing of | 


(=) 


late; ; Se. of ſol nj 


the time of Anciem Gevers 
and Ages long aſt, = bad, 


anang the cab of cent 


them that Preach d him, in that 
he was read every: aFg 
for: ſoiof necefliry it muſt be 


Lawz but — they always 


o_ in like manner chen 


Weeld Sermons 


upon ſome 


1 
% 


ee no other Word 


vert; and Edify. 


eof chat Truth Which 


knowledy 


it 


pare< che Law, we no — 
God but the Scriptures, the 
end af which is to Save, Con | 
The way far | 
all Men to be Sav'd, is by che 


— 9 2 A & = 


ny Wh FER Wome EP 


* „ rr — a — 4 — 1 — Ca þ - ©S IJ : 2 


cn). 

it ſelf Communicable to all, ic 
1 belioveth that the Word of 
Gad; the nereſſary mean there- 
e, be ſo likewiſe. It no o- 
F therwiſe ' ſeryes, than only ; in 
>| the Nature of a D | 
ſtrument; it Saverh becauſe jr 
makes Wiſe to Salvation: 
- z;The Word of 'God 7s. .. 4.5.12. 
a4 Powerful (faith the Author 
of the 1 to: the Hebrews) 
and 22 any two edged 
3 and mighty 
in Operation, and, one wou d 
think, ſeme what more than a 
dead Letter;- za noſe of Wax, 
and a ſenſeleſs Character. Tis 
the Grand Charter of our Hap- 
| pineſs and Salvation. But 
there are a Generationzof Men 
in the World, who, by their 
heedleſs Miſtakes, uy funk 
the Price and Eſtimation. of 


aq i = a 3 — . 


2 — 


3 


* n Ken — = 


Pige 229. 


ru; (lays the Learned Win 


Exerciſes of Wit, and Hdman 
Invention? Do they not ofter | 


( 48 d che whole 
2 part Have 
They neter bear Sentence which 


menu the Word, or Dien 


ter Beide oted) but forth 
with their Glo . 
Word Preach el; 

Explain'd or Dives to un 
Sermon. Theſe Diſcourſes, 
according to their: feeble Un. 


derſtanding, ave that Word of 
God, which alone hath vital 
Influence, the dangerous Sequel} 


| Hic 1 1 with 


of Which ( 


not theſe for the 3 — 


times Taſte too much of that 


cotrupt Fountain from which 
they flow ? In our Speech 'of 


| 


” — 


moſt Holy Things, our frail 
and eel Affections are fre- 
quently | 


* 


** 


they did meier ve —_—_— 
Weigh 204 Conſider. 
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quently mi ngled. As to our 


Word: berzuſe tis commonly 


the Apoſt 
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Sermons, be der never ſo ſound 
and perfect, yet they are hot 
in ſtrict kroptiety of Language 
Gods Word, as the Sermons 
of the Prophets were. 
Bene bis 


the SabjeRt whereof they treat, 
and muſt be che Rule 


they ure fram d. We there- 
fore are ready 


to cry Gut with 
le, How Beantiful ; 
thei which Preath 
Goel of of" Peace, "ad. bring 
2 idings of g od: Things. 
17Tis the Publiſhing - the fa- 
ting Trutlis of God uo the 
cople.' Tis opening the Gate 
Fe unto them, and 


— Feet of 


E ori them the Path of Life 
and Hap "3 


pinels. 
There is another Evitigeh- 


cat Ordinattes; Which, in this. 
Age, 


are Rom, 10. 15. 


s — 
Fug is decry'diby ſome ond 

pretend to the pak, and that! 
is Prayer. "Tis a Duty ſo 
Eſſential to Religion, and ſo | 
Neceſſary a part of Worſhip, | 

that we are ſcarce Chriſtians 


without it. Let others call i it a * 


r beggarly Ceremony, and 
bil beggarly Ce in a State of 
perfection, and ſo above the 
uſe of this Carnal Ordinance, | 
we are better inſtructed in the | 


that tis a Converting Ritual, 
and a Mean appointed for the 
obtaining Pardon of Sin, and 
the — of the bleſſed Spi- 
rit. Among the things which 


Nature of this Office, and know | 


are Commanded of God, this | 


is One, and that not the- leaſt. 


Tis chat Sacred Ordinance | 


whereby we draw near to the 
Throne of Grace, and requeſt 
thole things which are Neceſ- 


fary 


(17) 

ſary and Convenient; Tis an 
Act of the Practical Reaſon, 

or (e) the Conference of a ( 
Devour and Pious Mind with San., Tien. 


Syntag. cap. 
Heaven. We muſt make uſe 45: de pre- 


of this Holy Duty as long as ”" 
we continue Members of the 
| Militant Church. None are 
exempted. from this High and 
Excellent Office of Revgioa ; z 
the Performance of it is equal- 
ly bound upon the Good and 
Bad, the Vertuous and Pro- 
phane, 1. e. all Orders and 
Degrees of Men in the World. 
It ap then, by what hath 
been ſaid, that both Prayer 
and Preaching are Ordinances | 
appointed for our Spiritual 
Good and Benefit, and both 
of ſingular Uſe in the Church 


// ̃ - WT Tv WV PR. / 8 i 


. of God. They are, by the 
| Bleflingof Almighty God, In- 
ſtrumental to the Comet ion 


N and * of Sinners. 
— Tx 


"T3 | 
What St. Paul faith of the 
Civil Magiſtrate is applicable } 
to the Eccleſiaſtick, He is the | 
Miniſter of God to thee for good. 
„ .. , He is indeed furniſh'd with 
both Gifts, I mean of Prayer | 
and Preaching, and exerciſes } 
them for the Edification of | | 
thoſe that are committed to | 
his Charge and Conduct. Tis | 
not ſafe poſitively to deter- | 
mine, which is the moſt Bene- 
ficial and Edifying Duty. If | 
we ſhew our Love and Eſteem | 
for one Ordinance, we ſhall 
be ſure to diſpleaſe and anger 
thoſe that have a peculiar li- 
king for the other. Tis ſut- | 
ficient to ſay, That they are 
both excellent beyond Com- 
pariſon. We will therefore, 
to avoid giving Offence to ei- 
ther Party, walk in the mid- 
dle Path, and give the Ordi- 
nances the Honour which they 
1 deſerve, 


— — 9 —— — 
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deſerve, and which they juſtly 
claim for their Divine Inſtitu- 


tion. ; 
I further Remark upon this 
Head, That we ought not to 


prefer One Ordinance to ano- 
| ther, but to have an equal 
Reſpect and Veneration for 


Both. There is too much 
cauſe to give this neceſſary 
Caution, eſpecially in this Age 


wherein we Live. God, tis 
true, hath appointed the Ordi- 
nances for our everlaſting Good 
and Benefit, but not ſurely to 
be the unhappy Subject of 


Strife and Contention. He 
wou'd not have the one Duty 
to juſtle out the other, and in 


all things to maintain the pre- 


heminence. Prayer, which is 
the primary and chief part of 
Religion, and the moſt ſublime, 
and the moſt excellent Duty, a- 
bout which Men are converſant, 

"02 15 


n : 
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(20) 


is decry'd as a low and weak 
Ceremony, and repreſented as | 
an old Superannuated Branch 
of Chriſtianity. Tis a fad 
Truth that Lam about to ſpeak, | 
That the Church-Prayers have 
very few Admirers, and that | 
there are a very ſmall number | 
that can truly diſcern the ad- 
mirable Beauty, Order, and 


3 nate a R_SICS 


Decency of our Devotional | 


Exerciſes. That 'tis Common- 
Prayer, 1s reaſon enough for | 
em to ridicule and deſpiſe it. 
And for the ſame reaſon they 
may contemn the Light of the 
Sun, that Univerſal Comfort 
2 Bleſſing of Life, becauſe 
tis Common and of fuch dif- | 
fuſive Influence. Nay, they 
will not allow it to be the 
Ordinance of God, ſo ſhame- 
ful, baſe, and low an Opinion 
have they of its Goodneſs and 
1 But Preaching is | 


exceſſively | 


©. 
exceſſively magnify d, and even 
doated upon by che Nen of the 
preſent Generation; they have 
ſo ſtrange and unaccountable 
Love for the One Ordinance, 
as quite toover-look the Other. 


As if it was, what really tis 


not, the beſt Gift, and the moſt 


edifying Exerciſe, they have 


coveted earneſtly after it, and 


expreſs d a Zeal not according 


to Knowledge. This Crimi- 


nal Fondneſs for Sermons is a 
piece of Superſtition, tho' , 


perhaps, the Perſons that are 


Guilty, do not in the leaſt ſuſ- 


it in themſelves and their 
Actions. A Learned Father of 


our Church hath along ago 
obſerw'd, (d) That bearing of. 40 


BR. And 
the Word was grown into ſuch Seien on 


requeſt, that it had got the ftar " = £ gh 1 
of all the other Parts of God's 
Service. Truly the Remark is 
juſt and ar and exactly 

C 3 hits 


(22) 


hits the Humour of this Age, 


and is a Satyr upon our Pra- 
ctice. The Vanity and Super- 


ſtition of the World hath made 


it the great and only Worſhip 
of God. Religion now lies in 


nothing elſe but hearing of | 


Sermons, ſuch Bigatry is there 
to be found among us. An 
Oration from the Pulpit is ex- 
told and admir'd to that de- 
gree, that Prayer, which is the 


orear Work of Heaven, of | 


Saints, of Angels, is vilify'd 
and deſpis d, and not to be 
eſteem d worthy to be com; 
par d with it. For Proof where- 
of (fays the Biſhop before ci- 
ted) take this very place, the 
Houſe of God, which now you 


ſee. pretty well repleniſh'd, come 
at any other Parts of the Service 


of God, (Parts, I fay, of the 


Service of God no leſs than 
this) you ſhall find it in a man- 
— . ner 


e 
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er empty and deſolate. This is 

ſufficient Proof that Preaching 

is thought to be the moſt emi- 
nent part of our Duty, and to 


Challen 7 the chief place in 


the Eccleſiaſtical Euyl ments. 


A late Writer (e) upon this , (0 


Dr. f aw7 32's 


Head obſerves, That tis the Preacher, 


firſt Office mention d in the Com- A 18. 19, 
miſſi on which our Bleſſed . 


our gave to bis Apoſtles. Co ye 


into all the World, and P reach 


'-] tbe Goſpel 10 0 Creature. 


In the Original tis ngen, 
which fſſ ignifies to cry and pro- 
claim a thing to the Ears of 
another. This indeed is ſaid 
to raiſe the Credit of Publick 
Inſtruction, but to ſink the 
Reputation of another no leſs 


Eminent Branch of our Officc. 


He is pleas d to acquaint us, 
That this Ordinance of God mt 


with a very early Diſlike and 


C ontempt in the World. The 
C 4 Racovian 


( 24 ) 
Racovian Catechiſm is quoted, 
as ſaying with an Air of Con- 


tempt, That there is no uſe of | 


— fence the Con der ſioon 
of the Gentiles, and the Settle- 


ment of Chriſtianity among us. 
Tis freely acknowledg d, that 


this Inſtitution was, at its firſt 


appearance, accounted Fooliih- 
neſs by the great Pretenders to 
Worldly Wiſdom. -Therefore 
the Inſpir d Apoſtle had juſt 
cauſe to lay, Deſpiſe not Pro- 
25 hinge. But we find by 


Experience, that the Tables are 
turn d, and the Diſeſteem is laid 


upon the Miniſtery of Prayer. 
The Sermon is extoll'd even to 

the depreſſion of the Service, 
and Men love to have their 
Ears tickled with Sound, tho' . 


not their Hearts inflam d with 


Devotion. Others tell us (ſaitn | 
he) that we ought not to appear | 


fo Concernealy for Preaching, for 


t 1s 


” 


(25) 


"tis probable that this is done 


| to Vilify the Prayers of the 


Church; and in time it may be 


Far d, that Preaching will ex- 


clude the Prayers. There is no 


| fear of any ſuch thing, and 


that for this reaſon, becauſe 
all Sober Perſons of our Com- 
munion, who are for Preaching, 
are alſo as much, or more for 
Praying. I 

To the Jatter part of which 
Aſſertion I beg leave to reply, 
That our Fear 1s rational, juſt, 
and well-Grounded, and the 
Reaſon is obvious, becauſe the 


People (who are doubtleſs a 


part of our Communion) for the 
moſt part do not come till the 
Prayers are over; or if they 
chance to drop into our Reli- 
gious Aſſemblies before the 


appointed Pſalms and Leſſons, 
they are like a Log of Wood, 
without Spiritual Life and 
Motion, 


„ 3 
Motion, till the Man of God 
aſcends the Roſtrum, and awa- | 
kens their Zeal and Vigour, 
The common Saying that paſ- 
ſes among the Vulgar, is, That 
they love to hear 4 good Sermon, | 
_ edifying Preaching. And tru- | 
ly we ſhou'd not blame them, | 
if they wou d ſhew their love 
and affection for the Prayers | 
too. We ſhou'd be glad to 
find them as ready to Pray as 
to Hear, when they are preſent 
before God in the Beauty of 
Holineſs. But when One Or- 
dinance ſhall be exceſſively ad- 
mir'd, and even to Superſtition 
applauded by the Senſeleſe 
Multitude, and the Other, tho 
equally uſeful and neceſſary in 
the Church of Chriſt, neglected 
and diſparag d; this gives Scan- 
dal and Offence to the better 
part of Mankind, and indeed 
is juſt matter for Complaint. 
It 


1 3 8 i 1 


1 


2 ww 0 


„ 
It wou'd raiſe our Indignation 
and Reſentment to ſee Men 
put an extraordinary Price up- 


on One Duty, and ſhew no 
manner of Deference and Re- 


ſpect to another. This looks 
as if they had a real deſign to 
invert our Saviours Words, 
and make his Houſe, nor the 


Houſe of Prayer, but of Preach- 


ing. What is this but to turn 


the whole Body of Gods Wor- 
ſhip into an Ear, and to make 


the Preaching of the Word 
the chief and principal Exer- 
ciſe of a Chriſtian? Of Old a 

Diſciple of © ef #s was known = 
by the bending of the Knee 

in Prayer, and a reverent Eſteem 
for Holy Scripture. Tn theſe 


Days of Moderation and Indif* 
; : ferency the Votary is diftin- 


guiſh d by a fond Criminal 


Love for an Extemporary Ha- 


rangue, and it muſt be eſteem d 
a 
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v. 4. 
ejuſdem cap. 


(28) 


2 Nobler Work than admini- 


ſtring one of the Evangelical 4 


Sacraments. This muſt be too 
according to St. Paul's Judg- 


ment. Nay further, that tis 


eſpecially defign'd, and more 
fitted for the Converſion of 

Men, and preferr'd ro Works 
of Charity and Alms-Deeds. 

Were not Compariſons 
odious, I cou'd referr them to a 
Text, where Prayer has the 
preheminence of the Miniftery 
of the Word. This, in the 
Words of King Solomon, is an 
evil Diſeaſe under the Sun, 
which bath poſſeſs d the World, 
and is a great Illufion of our 


Ghoſtly Enemy, the Devil; 


who, when he cannot draw 

us wholly from the Worſhip 
of God, maketh us ſingle out 
ſome one part of the reſt, and 


to be Superſtitiouſly Conceited | 


of ir, to make much of it, and 
3 


(9) 
to magnific it highly ; nay 
' | only with neglect, and as if it 
were with ſome Diſgrace to 


all beſides ir. Now this is a 
manifeſt Impeachment of the 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God, 

* | who hath appointed all the 
reſt, as well as this Ordinance, 

and wou'd have us to make 
_ Conſcience of Both Duties of 
Religion. The Conſequence 
of ſeparating one from the 
other is this, that God did act 
well and wiſely in the Inſti- 
tution of that One, but not in 
the appointment of the reſt. 
Altho we cannot turn the 
Stream and Torrent of -the 
Time, and bring Men to a 
Sober uſe of Both Ordinances, 
yet we may Condemn this ir- 
regular Love as a great Crime, 
and a bad Extream. We may 
lay with a becoming force, 
That things ought not fo to be. 
Both 
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and Deference for Both theſe 


(39) 


Both theſe are the Ocdinances 


of Heaven and both good in 


their proper Seaſons, When 


we are in the Holy Temple 


we muſt Hear and Pray, and 


be versd in Both Duties. We 
muſt not daſh one Religious 


Office againſt another; and, 

as it were, fend Challenges 
| betwixt them. We ſhou'd not 
make Religion an Auricular Pro- 
feſſion, a meer Sedentary thing 


fit ſtill and hear a Sermon, i... 


think to be ſav d for ſo doing; 


ſomething more is requir'd on 
our Parts, and that is, ro call 


on the Name of the Lord. xt 


therefore we wou'd receive 


any Benefit from the Sacred - FE 
Ordinances of God, we muſt | 
take care not to —__ unlaw- 


ful and un 


| Compariſons 
of them, but have a dueEſteem 


Inſtru- 
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ling 


Love to Mankind, and an ear- 


Reform it, and at laſt 


1 

Inſtruments of our Common 

Happineſs and Salvation. 
Theſe Men, indeed, who 


are concern d in this Head of 


Diſcourſe, are of a vitiated 
Palate, have a bad taſte in the 


matters of Religion. Tis true, 


they can reliſh ſomething that 
may keep them in ſome ſenſe 
of Piety and Vertue; but as for 


what is Productive of the Spi- 


rit, and Life of it, they are 
of too weak a Conſtitution to 
digeſt. To have the Affecti- 
ons rais d into an ardent Prai- 
of God's Goodneſs and 


neſt, fervent Deſire of aſſiſt- 
ing Grace, is what they can 


| have no delight in, is too 
ſtrong Nouriſhment for them: 


But yet theſe being admoniſh- 
ed, may, in ſome time, know 
their Error, and conſequently 
be more 


firmly - 
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+. A 
firmly cemented into Piety. 
They are not in the leaſt in 
ſo bad a caſe as thoſe who, 
when at Church, neglect Pray- 
er, but will not hear the Voice 
of the Charmer, Charm he ne- 
ver ſo wiſely. Theſe doubt- 
leſs are guilty of the Sin of the 
Jews under the Old Diſpen- 
ſation. They refus'd to bear- 
ken, (ſays the Prophet of that 
People) and pull'd away the 
Shoulder, and ſtop d their Ears 
that they ſbou d not hear : yea, 
they made their Hearts as an | 
Adamant-Stone;, the property | 
of which is an impenetrable | 


hardneſs, leſt they ſhou'd hear 


Zech. 7. 11, 


"Wd 


the Law, and the Words which 


were indicted by the Holy Spi- 

rit. St. Auſtin indeed came | 

 Prejudic'd againſt the Word, 

more out of a deſire to Ridi- 

Confe.s., cule, () than to be Inſtructed | 

. . cap. 5- by it, yet a ſpark happily _— 
5 5 hol 


n 
hold of him, which increas d to 
as burning and ſhining a Light 
as any of the Fathers So that 
theſe are not in a quite deſpe- 

rate State and Condition. There 
may be ſome hopes left ſtill of 

doing them good: A Voice 
from Heaven may ſtrike them 
with Devotion, and bring them 
to a ſerious Senſe of their Du- 
But when Men are Ob- 
ſtinately reſolv d not to come 
near a Chriſtian Aſſembly, their 
Nature plainly ſhews that they 
can have no Complacency in 

| their Converſation in Heaven; 

but that as they are altogether 
taken up with Unchriſtian Re- 
bels, ſo they ſhall have enough 
of them, i. e. with Damned 

pPpirits to all Eternity hereatter. 

But theſe laſt ſort of Men will 

more properly fall under our 

| | other General Head. vs. 

| Secondly, The Second Parti- 

| —_ cular 


rr ,, , __Ouuu__ 


(34) 

cular is this, namely, That flnce | | 

the Ordinances are * defign dfor | j 

our preſent and future Good, 

* are kindly intended, aa 
Moral Vehicles, to bring us to 

Heaven, we ſhou'd be preſent = 

at them, and look upon it as 

our indiſpenſable Duty to hear, | 

to attend without wearineſs of | 

Spirit, remiſsneſs of Zeal, and | 

coldneſs of Devotion. If they 

are Commanded of God, and 

are, by the aſſiſting Grace of 

Heaven, the means of Peace 

and Reconciliation, then the 
Inference is juſt and reaſonable, 

that we hou d upon all Occa- 

ſions frequent them There 

is a very a, ly we paſſag e in 

b e. z the Book of Nehemiah, which 

bunt not in filence to be paſs'd 

over. It ſhews us the Good | 
and Religious Diſpoſition of 
the Jews, when the Law was 
Read & Expounded unto them 


by | 


( 35) 


by Exra the Pricſt. Tis ſaid 
in expreſs Terms, That the Ears 
of all the People were attentive 
| wnto the Book of the Lam, i. e. 
the Authentick, and indubi- 
table Hand- Wricing of the 
Prophet Moſes. ſtood 
m gin knien, 8 a Pulpit 
of Wood, + made for the Lgeus dice 


purpoſe, and the Congrega- 1 


aut judicio 
tion were forward to bear, ragnry of 


and to be inſtrufted; Nay, that , T. 8 


which is more remarkable, and Coucrmaro- = 


which may ſerve to Condemn x7 Song 
the contrary Practice of our far 
lakewarm Ape, they lifted up 


|| their Hands, bow d their Heads, 


and Worſhipd the Lord with 
their Faces to the Ground, 

which is Demonſtration, that 

they were not only for the Ex- 

' poſition of the Law, but for 
Prayer too. We are 1 . 
not to forſake the Aſſembling 

ol our ſelves together, i. e, to 

D 2 attend 


( 36) 


attend upon the Ordinances, 


that our profiting may appear. 


The Holy Evangeliſt Remarks, | 
42: 8:55 That when Philip, the Deacon, 


went down to an Eminent City 
of Sawaria (which Joſephs, 
the Jewiſh Hiſtorian , ſtiles 
Sebaſte) and Preach d Chriſt unto 


them, that is, his Doctrine of 


Repentance and Remiſſion of 


Sins, the People with one accord 


gave heed unto thoſe things which | 


be ſpake. They did not Sleep | 


when the Heavenly Meſſage 
was deliver d unto them, and 


ſo loſe the Spiritual Benefit of 


the Word Preach'd, but were 


Awake, Serious, and Attentive. 
How does this Example Con- 
demn too many among us, that | 


ſcarce take ſo ſound a Repoſe 


in their own Private Families, 
as in the Publick Congregati- 

on, in the Temple, he place | 
of Worſhip! The Inſtance of 
Enutychus 


ag ud SM Sos 


(37) 

Eutychus that fell into a deep h, 2 
Sleep, whiiſt St. Paul was long 7: 5. 5 
Preaching, 1s remember'd upon 

this occaſion. But there is no 
reaſon for us to be ſevere upon 

his Drouſineſs, which, all Cir- 
cumſtances duly weigh d, wass 
a very pardonable Infirmity ; Puder oe 


I noſire iner- 


| | — o ie quidem 
Hiſtory b ſeems tO excuſe bim. te QUICCM 


vertumDomi- 
3 0 5 0 | i azudimus 
Tis no ſurprize that be ſhou d i h f all 
fink down with Sleep at ſuch duetiesaude 

| contingat, vix 


an unſeaſonable time of Night, boram au di 

. man. ] * midiam pa- 

| and et 80 the Inſtructions of dienter audi- 
| the | Apoſtle. But what 5 Apo- mus: omnis 


| | mara in con- 

logy can be made for them that <i2uubus g- 
| be $4 bis moleſtiſſ.- 
can be Vigilant and Attentive m, ar in con- 
h h | | vivits aut 

when they are preſent at the ygedacuis 
Diverſions of the Theater, the fs 1 
Mirth and Jollity of a Feaſt, **; dend in 
nis dormit, 


or Banquet ; ( g) but cannot ſit a 
-" L | aut #1um 
out, at God's Word, one poor cauistur, : 
Hour or halt, without a Nod, ser“ 
or Slumber? King Solomon in- Ge. 


| : i | Aug. Mart, 
ſtructs us well in his Recantati- in Lo. 


D 3 on- 


n 
en. Sermon, that is, the Book of 
Eccleſiaftes. Be more ready to 
hear (ſays he) than to give the 
Sacrifice of Fools, for they conft- 


der not that they do evil. We 


ſhould indeed be ſwift to hear, 


not every idle Tale, vain Re- | 


port, and uſeleſs Buſineſs, but 
the Word of God, which is 
able to fave our Souls. A 
Devout and Religious Atten- | 
dance upon the Minifterial Or- 


dinancet is better, and more | 


pleaſing to Almighty God, than 
the purſuit of Vanity, Imperti- 
nence, Sport, and Recreation. 
To be engag d in Talk, to in- 
dulge Laughter, and to con- 
ſume the precious Time in Sin 
and Folly, when God is ſpeak- 
ing unto us by his Meflenger, 
and ſetting before our Eyes the 
Great and Important matter of 
Life and Death ; what is this | 
but to affront the Divine Maje- | 


| and Contempt of our Words, 


(39) 
ſty, and to provoke his Anger 
and Indignation againſt us ? 


We are apt to interpret it a 


ſign of Diſregar 


when a his. comm bis fave 
from us, and whilſt we are 


ſpeaking „ holds a Diſcourſe 
with another. And will not 


that Being, which is Superior 


unto us, think we highly reſent 
our undutiful Carriage towards 


Him, and eſteem it a 


His + By wag and to divert our 


ſelves another way, eſpecially 


when he is f; 


peaking to us the 
Words of Life and Salvation? 


d. ang a Slight 


piece of 
ſaucy Rudeneſs to Laugh in 


Fob reckons it as no ſmall 


Honour done to him, when 
he was in Proſperity, and en- 
compaſs d on ev'ry fide with 
the Bleſſings of Heaven, that 
Men gave ear unto him, and kept 


Silence at bis Counſel. We read 
” 3 in 


70 29. 21. 


A 
r 


Chip. 16. 14. 


in the Hiſtory. * the Ad of 


the Apoſtles , that Lydia, 4 
 Thyatua,attended unto t he * 
which were ſpoken by Paul, and 


gave convincing Ann 


that his Preaching was not to 


her (as tis to many) a dead 
oy a {aunding Braſs, a tink- 
Ciinbal, unable to improve 
— edify. This is written for 
Admonition, that we ſhou'd in 


like manner be affected, and 
hear the ſound af the Goſpel 


with willingneſs and pleaſure. 
'Fis the prudent Ear that get- 


teth Knowledge, and the wiſe 


Ecclul. 33. 5. 


Heart that is truly edify d, and | 
receives Inſtruction. Bat tbe 
Heart of the Fooliſh is like 4 
Cart wheel, and bis Thoughts axe 
like a rawling Axeb-iree. - 
The Senſe of Hearing may 


be ſaid, in ſome fort, to be 
more Noble and Excelient than 


that 


Seller of Purple, of the City of | | 


1 


chat of a Viſion; for thro this 


Gate Diſcipline and Iaſtruction 
paſs to the Mind. By this out- 


ward Senſation Speech (Which 
I is the Inte 
and the Bond of 


Commerce) is convey d unto 


r 


and 


us. By the help and aſſiſtance 


of Hearing, a Man Born Blind 


may be render d capable of 
Inſtruction. But whoſoever is 
Deaf from his Nativity, is no 


pline. He may, x tis true, be 
here preſent before God, but 
tis impoſſible for him to Hear 
the things which are Comman- 
ded. Ihe Hearing Ear (as the 
Wiſe Man accurately obſerves) 
1s made uſeful and convenient 
for the conveyance of Knowledge 

and Under ftanding. It is fo 


| fram'd by the Omnipotent Ar- 


chitect; and why then do we 


Pręach to broken Veſſels, to 
thoſe 


dubject of Morality and Diſci- 


-  —_— 


(42) 


thoſe that hold no. Knowledge, 


yr eee K 


in In 


traction ? - 


Why do.we deen bo Dead 


Men that boar us not, to whom | 


Doctrine is as Fetters on the 


Feet, and like Manacles on the | ; 
Right-hand ? Why do we ſpend 


our Breath, uſe our Rhetorick 
and Eloquence , and by ſoſt 
Words, and a perſwaſive Force 


of Oratory declare the Truths | 


that concern their Everlaſting 
Good and Happ 


we ſpread wide open 
of Heaven, if 
ter? In order to the Ediſica- 


the Cates 


tion of the Members of the | 


Chriſtian Church, Two 


things 


incſs, if chey | 
will not hear them? Why do 


they will not en 


are extreamly 
brance and Meditation; without | 
theſe Hearing is to little pur. 


poſe. What ſignifies your 


Hearing, when you preſently | 
fuorget 


requiſite, Rememq- 


(43) 


forget what was deliver'd unto 


| you, and ſuffer the Pleaſures 
| and Profits of the World to 
| take Poffeflion of your Hearts? 

It was the Complaint of the 
Prophet Exzekjel; The People Eck. 33. 31. 
' | cometh and | fat before thee, and 
bear thy Words, but their Heart 


goeth after their Covetonſneſs. 
It ſeems they came to Church 
nin great Bands and Companies, 
and fat there in great Decency 


| and Order, and laok'd, it may 


be, ſtedfaſtly upon the Preacher, 
| bur the Unhappineſs was, that 
they were no ſooner out of 
Doors, but that they honeſtly 
let the good Inſtructions go, 
and follow d their Secular Af- 
fairs as formerly. This is in- 
deed the Reverſe and Counter- 
part of St. James, tobe Hearers 
of the Word and not Doers, 
deceiving our own ſelves, put- 
ting a Cheat and Fallacy upon 

our 


Heb. 2. 1, 2 


( 44) 


our Immortal Spirits. 


without Edification. 
That therefore we may In 
Benefited by the Ordinances of 


God, and be built up in our | 


moſt Holy Faith and. "Rell gion, 


let us hes that Rule of the | 
Apoſtle; therefore we ought | 


to give the more earneſt heed 
to the things which we have 


| heard, inn e, ne forte 


pereſſluannes, leſt we ſhou'd run 


out as Leaky Veſſels, which do 


(b) 


Eft Metapho- 5 
ra, quam alij 


tant 2a val 


not retain the Liquor that is 
infus d (h) into them, as tis 


in the Original, and Margin of 
 ſumptam PL" Our Bibles. For it the Ward 


eue, ſpoken by Angels was ſtedfaſt, 


alij ab aqua 
Effluente. Sen. 


and every Tranſgreſſion and ? 
Diſobedicnce 


When | D 
the Word Preach'd enters in 
at one Ear, and goes out at the | 
other, and Men come to the | 
Houſe of God to take in only | | 
Sound, 'tis no Wonder or Sur- 
prire that they return empty, 


= 


„ — PRPY 


Good and Benefit 


( 5: * 


Diſobedience receivd a juſt ſus ed, ne au- 
Recompence of Reward, Kew 
| ſhall we eſcape if we negle& moria: ne fi- 


dita nobis ex- 
cidant ' e me- 


mus inſtar 


ſo great Salvation? The Word dolij peru 


which we Preach is indeed the quod 12 
Inſtrument of Life, and the u rem rn inf 
Ordinance which he bath kind-. « e in 
ly appointed for our Eternal 

The An- 


ge] acquainted Cornelius, the 


firſt-Fruit of the Gentile Cos 
 verſeon, That Peter ſbou d tell 


him Words, whereby he and all 
bis Houſe 


bed be Sag) d. 


An Eminent Commendation, 
I doutbleſs, of the Ourward 
1 Miniſtery ! If we deſpiſe this 


part of Religion, and grow 


| Cold and Careleſs in our Du- 


ty, we ſhall one Day be Re- 


ſponſible for this Neglect. As 


long as we Live, we muſt keep 
cloſe ro the Ordinances of the 
_ Goſpel, Prayer, Preaching, the 
Lord * 3 and nothing 

can 


C=) 


can excuſe our Neglect, if it be 
Wilful and Preſumptuous. Let 


us take care then that we refuſe 


not Him that ſpeaketh from Heaven 


unto us. The Bleſſed Founder of 


our Inftitation hath Ordain'd Pa- 


ſtars and Teachers for the Work of 
the Miniftery: They are his Servants 


and Miniſters, and are Qualify'd wi. h 
Gifts and Graces of the Spirit, to 
diſcharge their Duty well and be- 
comingly. Totheſe we muſt ſubmit, 
and hear with readineſs all their 


rom their Great Lord and Maſter. 
In hearing the things which are 
Commanded of God, we ſhou'd 


nicely obſerve this Rule, (with 
which I ſhall conclude) That we | 
come to the Word with a Spiritual 


Appetite, a Longing and Vehement 


Defire. _—_ 18 _ 4 Ne- 
ceſſity of preſſing this Rule upon | 
Mens Hearts and Conſciences. 3 
repair to the Houſe of God, as Sick- | 


ly and Diſtemper'd People do to a 


eaſt, or Banquet. They ſhew 
themſelves indeed, but their Appe- 


tite is Feveriſh and Diforder'd. 
The Word of Life has no reliſh 
with them. Such as theſe have no 

. Intereſt 


zood Inſtructions which they bring 


C50 


latereſt in that Promiſe of Chriſt, 


|| Bleſſed are they which do Hunger —_ 
| Thirft a Rightconfucſt, for 
— Id. to be wi 


' | that there were ſuch Divine — 


bath be over, that we 


thin in us, as there were of Old / 
u W. N Prophets. Ar the len . . 
Hart pantet after ihe Water Brooks, 

| ſo panteth my Soul after thee, O God. 
But alas ! we may complain in the 


Bitterneſs of our Soul, that the 
Famine of the Word turns into a 
3 

Sacred * 
in the Prophet, 12 will the Seb- * 


ſell Corn, 
and ſet forth Wheat ? "Tis a fatal 
I Symptom, when their Souls are 
| lean under the Evangelical Diſpen- 


| fation, and ſtarv'd in the midſt of 


Plenty. This is a Senſible Argu- 
ment, that they have no love for 
T theſe Spiritual Proviſions, when 
| they loath and abhor em. Let 
| | others then Nauſeate the Simplici- 

5 of the Goſpel, we can joyn with 


avid, the Sweet-Singer of Iſrael, Pſalm 11g. 
That tis Sweet to our Taſte, yea, ic. 


Sweeter than Honey to our Maut b. 
We can come to the Word with an 
| Intenſe and vehement Deſire, with- 


out 


out y Projiadices and P 
bons. l then let us 


not ſlight th 
Seaſons and Opportunities where 
by we may be Edifyd, but growl 
in Grace as we do in Stature, ani 
every Day improve in the Knows 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. 1 


| „ 
To whom with thee, O Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, 
be aſeri'd, as is moſt due, all Hot 
nour, Glory, Might, Majeſty, and 
Dominion, both now and cuermorei 
Amen. 1 


\ 


